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TIMMINS 70 th ANNIVERSARY WOODEN NICKEL 


A wood token has been issued to commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the City of Timmins. 
The Town was carved from the bush and settled 
in 1912 after the disasterous porcupine fire 
of 1911. It was named after Noah Timmins, Pres- 
ident of the famous Hollinger Mine, one of the 
greatest Gold producers in the Western Hemisphere. 
In 1964 the discovery of the Texasgulf Copper-zinc 
ore body (now Kidd Creek Mine) brought new 
prosperity to the area. 


Timmins was incorporated as a City on Jan 1, 
1973 when it aquired a total area of 1,200 
Square miles which included the Town of Timmins, 
and settlements of Schumacher, So Porcupine, 
Porcupine, Gold City, Gold Centre, Hoyle, 
MountJoy, and Connaught, making it the largest 
city in Canada - in area. 


The souvenir wooden nickel may be obtained by 
writing to D. J. Smith, Box 1746 So Porcupine, 
Ont. PON 1HO. The price is 50¢ Ea or 3 for 

a $1.00 Plus S.A.S.E. Orders of $4.00 or more 
will be sent rostpaid. 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES IN THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATTON OF 
WOODEN MONEY COLLECTORS IS $5.00 PER CALENDER 
YEAR AND SHOULD BE SENT TO OUR SECRETARY- 


TREASURER, BRUCE WATT, 1153 NORTHRIDGE STREET, 
OSHAWA, ONTARIO, LiG3P3. 
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&) International Peace Centennial Celebrations 


The Chamber of Commerce of the Town of Prescott planned 
and carried out an outstanding celebration during the period 
June 30th and July 6th, 1938, to recognize the Centennial 
of International Peace along The St. Lawrence River and the 
100th anniversary of the Battle of the Windmill. To make 
the event truly international, the Town of Ogdensburg, New 
York, on the south side of the St. Lawrence River, was 
included in the program. 


It also becomes quite evident that the Town of Prescott 
was, at the same time, celebrating the end of the Great 
Depression. The Chamber of Commerce had obviously decided 
that this was an appropriate time to celebrate, to forget 
the depression years and to promote the Town of Prescott. 


Accordingly, probably with an element of humour, the 
Chamber of Commerce proceeded to issue a "wooden nickel" . 
in connection with the Peace Centennial. It was thought that 
Prescott would be the first town in the world to use a 
wooden nickel as good money, and thereby, put an end to the 
old expression advising "not to accept any wooden money". Even 
the banks in Prescott made the wooden money available to its 
customers. The local press of the day drew comparisons 
between the Prescott wooden nickel and paper money issued 
by the Social Credit Government of Premier William Aberhart 
of Alberta a few years earlier. Residents of Prescott 
with wooden nickels in their pockets were said to have 
"money to burn". 


D) The Prescott Wooden Nickel 


The Prescott wooden nickels, while issued by the Chamber 
of Commerce, were printed by the local newspaper, The 
Prescott Journal, on wooden blanks provided by Elliott Brothers 
of Prescott, a local lumber dealer and cabinet manufacturer. 
The design and production of the nickel, was the project of 
Lawrence S. (Lorne) Knight, a local entrepreneur of the day. 
The machine work at the mill was performed by Jack Galbraith, 
who cut out, sanded, and later varnished, the blanks; 
probably from maple wood stock. Distribution of the wooden 
nickel took place through the Journal Office, local stores 
and shops, banks and the Post Office. 


Considerable emphasis was placed upon the probable 
increase in value of the nickel over a period of time. The 
Chamber of Commerce offered to redeem genuine wooden nickels 
in 1958 (the 125th Anniversary of the Town of Prescott) 
with a five dollar gold piece. It is not known whether any 
were so redeemed, and it can be assumed that the offer has 
long since been withdrawn. 
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The first issue of wooden nickels in the amount of 500 
pieces, was soon sold out, resulting in a financial return 
to the Chamber of Commerce of some $25.00. A second issue 
was obtained, presumably in the same quantity of 500 pieces. 
On some of the second issue pieces, "odd letters of the 
alphabet" were printed, with the Chamber of Commerce offering 
to give a new one dollar bill to any person who could 
assemble five of the wooden nickels with letters spelling out 
the word PEACE. There apparently is no record of anyone 
claiming the dollar for the set of five pieces, although wooden 
nickels with letters A, P, I, O, and R, are known to exist. 
It is quite possible that the offer of $1.00 for the set of 
five lettered pieces was later increased to $25.00 but also 
without result. 


Jaa 
ffs td? 
ra, WORLD PLACE \\ 
Cim SC ACHICYECO SY \ 

INTERNATIONAL AMITY 


CAN BE ACHIEVED FY 
INTERNATIONAL «MITY 


E) Conclusion 


The year 1938, in addition to being the date of issue 
of the Prescott Wooden Nickels, was an important year in 
the history of Prescott, Brockville and the surrounding 
area. It was on August 18, 1938 that the International Bridge 
at Collin's Landing and Ivy Lea was dedicated by President 
Roosevelt of the United States and by Lord Tweedsmuir, Canada's 
Governor General. New York State Governor, Herbert H. Lehman 
and Canadian Prime Minister, William Lyon Mackenzie King also 
participated in the ceremonies. Also in June of that year, the 
Canadian Steamship Lines inaugurated the daily passenger 
service between Toronto, Prescott and Montreal, in which, the 
steamers "Toronto", "Rapids Prince" and "Kingston" played a 
spectacular role in the years to follow, thereby permitting 
Canadians and tourists visiting Canada an Opportunity to see 
-the beauties of the St. Lawrence River, its Rapids and The 
Thousand Islands. 


In that year, the Prescott Wooden Nickel played its 
unique role amongst all of the other events in the area, and 
participated in the overall excitement and celebrations. Today, 
it remains as a symbol of the times, having found its way into 
Many collections of other wooden nickels and tokens. 
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CANADIAN WOODEN MONEY = TOKENS and SOUVENIRS - SUPP. No. 4 1983 


Yes I am planning on issuing Supp, No. 4 early in the New Year - listing 
the latest woods and up-dating and correcting some of the Records Etc., 
HOWEVER = Due to a few delinquents last year = and so as to not = = 


" Embarrass anyone this year " If you do not wish a covy of Supplement 


Would you kindly let me know and I will delete your name from Mailing List. 


Norman EK, Wells 
Thank Yous P.O, Box 943 
Patarnrhnamiah  (\n+ KOT JAKG 
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GUIDELINES FOR ISSUE OF CANADIAN WOODEN MONEY 


Objective: 


As collectors of Canadian Wooden Tokens, to examine what 1s in 
the best interests of the hobby and the collectors who 
participate. 


It is felt that guidelines to govern the issue of wood tokens 
will be beneficial to all concerned. By following the guide- 
lines, C.A.W.M.C., members can set the appropriate example for 
the issue of Canadian Wooden Money. 


Considerations: 


(a) Quality - The easy availability of blank planchets, 
both commercially issued and homemade, and rubber stamps, has 
made possible the production of a wide variety of personal 
issues. Many personal issues are of excellent quality, but 
some are quite carelessly made. 


When it comes to quality, do your best to be creative in design, 
to take care in issue, and to put yourself in a position to be 
truly proud of what you call "“yours". 


(b) Quantity - Having talked with many collectors, the 
following conclusions have been reached: 

(i) 250 is a reasonable number to issue. 

(11) 100 tokens issued should be a minimum 


to qualify for recognition in a Wood 
Token Catalogue under today's conditions. 


The objective here is reasonable availability of tokens to 
collectors. Very low mintages, e.g., 10 or 25 are discouraging 
to collectors and do harm to the hobby. 


Perhaps the one type of issue which would qualify for exemption 
from the 100 minimum is Christmas woods. These issues are very 
personal in nature and up until now many of the issues have 

been quite small. It is, however, recommended that these issues 
should meet the minimum standards. 


FOR eee —_ 


(c) Frequency - An individual or company is entitled to 


issue tokens as often as desired, keeping in mind quality and 
quantity recommendations. A good rule to follow is that a few 


quality issues are better than several poorly done issues. 


(d) Signature Issues - Some collectors specialize in 
collecting woods which have the issuer's signature. Also, 
there are some signature woods prepared for special occasions. 


In most instances, however, signature woods are part of a 
larger issue of wood tokens. 


(e) Trade Value - As collectors of Wooden Money we prefer 


a token to have a value of some kind. Some advertising pieces, 
however, are issued without a trade value. Tokens with 
excessively high values should not be encouraged. 


ir) Colour Varieties - Some wood token issues cause concern 


because of excesSive numbers of colour varieties. Restraint is 
encouraged. Of course, as collectors, we do have a choice - to 


buy, @r not: to buy. 


Conclusion: 


It must be recognized that these guidelines are presented as 
recommendations and not as any kind of rigid control. We 
encourage all members of C.A.W.M.C., to support the guidelines 
and set the example for others to follow. When you issue a 
wood token, be sure that it is one of which you can be truly 
proud, has some significance, and is reasonably available to 
your fellow collectors. 


Remember; if we expect quality of others, then we must set the 
appropriate example. 


Respectfully submitted by: 
Norm Belsten 
John Curtis € 


Don Robb, Chairman 


